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HISTORIC elegance



Top: Stephanie W Photography, Bottom: Sara Purdy Photography 

istory . . . Built in 1888, the 1 King Street building housed The Surprise Store, the largest and leading 
department store on Florida’s East Coast. In 1936, it became the Plaza Hotel and from 1949 to 1986, it was also the 
home of Potter’s Wax Museum. The building is listed in the St. Augustine Town Plan Historic District National Register 
#70000847, and is also a National Historic landmark. The original rooftop for gatherings and sunbathing at the Plaza 
Hotel is where The White Room Ballroom is today. In the 1980’s this area was walled in to later become a restaurant, 
but the developer never completed the space. During the 2006 remodel of  The Ballroom, the original brick walls were 
discovered behind plaster. Additionally, when the 3rd floor was renovated in 2008, which is now The White Room’s Loft 
and Rooftop, the original brick walls were again exposed and the Hart Pine floors were refurbished bringing this unique 
part of the building back to its 1888 grandeur.

estination weddings are becoming more popular than ever. St. Augustine is a beautiful historic town 
creating a perfect back drop and memorable experience for you and every one of your guests. Your guests can enjoy 
accommodations at hotels or Bed & Breakfasts within walking distance, walk to shops on the famous St. George Street, and 
stroll to restaurants on the waterfront like The Chatsworth Pub (craft cocktails & afternoon tea) or O.C. White’s Seafood 
& Spirits.  Guests can also enjoy kayak dolphin tours, go on Ghost Trolley Tours or other historical tours of local Museums 
- all in one area right in the heart of downtown St. Augustine, Florida. The Historic Bridge of Lions is directly across the 
street which leads to Anastasia Island’s beautiful pristine beach and the St. Augustine Lighthouse (seen from our rooftop). 
Our Event Managers will assist you through all of your reception planning stages; from creation of your menu to your floor 
plan to your Grand Exit.
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